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On Saturday 13 August The church was buzzing as the St 

Georges Barn Dance Band provided a wonderful back drop 

The Festival of St Mary 

and flower Festival a 

truly memorable occasion 



Our Services this Month 

September 2016 
4th Sept. 2016     15th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis    Holy Communion 

11 am St Mary’s   Children’s Service 

11th Sept. 2016   16th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St Francis   Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  All Age Eucharist and Baptism  
 

18th  Sept. 2016    17th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis    Holy Communion 

11.00 am St. Mary’s   Healing Service 
 

25th Sept. 2016     18th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis    Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St. Mary’s   Holy Communion 
    

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin   01376 583930 

 psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Maureen Scollan   01376 517863 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy   01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken     01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van de Walt  07940 512407 

 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Rivenhall School     www.rivenhallprimary.co.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:- 

<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> 
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Monthly musings from your parish priest –  

a time of new beginnings. 
 

September sees us celebrate the life of one of the four evange-

lists (or gospel writers) and who's a very interesting person in 

the history of the Christian faith too – namely St Matthew on 

the 21st. Matthew's beginnings in his relationship with Jesus 

were likely viewed as being questionable by all sorts of people. 

In the gospel which carries his name, we hear of him being 

called by Jesus in chapter 9 vs 9 whilst he was sitting in a tax 

booth, and we're told that he got up from where he was and 

followed Jesus. Matthew was himself a publican, not in the usu-

al understanding of the word which we're more used to today, 

in that he was the owner or manager of a public house or tav-

ern. But in this context a publican (effectively short for 'public 

contractor') was someone who worked on behalf of the occupy-

ing Romans. They may be employed by them in tasks such as 

overseeing public building projects or collecting port duties. 

They also acted as Roman tax collectors, collecting the taxes 

demanded from the everyday people by the Roman authorities. 

Working in this way could be rather lucrative for those em-

ployed as such – especially when it was common practice to 

'cream off' a little extra from themselves, but not surprisingly, 

such people were at best often looked down upon, and at worse 

despised by their own contemporaries, as they would have been 

seen as working for, or in collision with the enemy, in the quest 

to feather their own nest. Indeed there are other references as 

to how these people were often seen by others littered over the 

gospels (e.g.: Luke 18:11). 

This is the context of how Matthew would likely have been seen 

by other Jewish people, especially those of religious standing 

and respected themselves within their culture. Yet, not only 

does Jesus call him to follow him on that day, but Jesus also 

shares a meal with him, and Matthew also goes on to become 

one of the named 12 disciples, and is also attributed as the au-

thor of the gospel which carries his name. 

Furthermore, we find another account of Jesus explicitly calling 

a tax collector to spend time with him in Luke 19:1-10 – this 
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time a chief tax collector called Zacchaeus. One of the things 

which the accounts of the calling of Matthew and Zacchaeus 

show us is that every person, no matter what history there 

may be and however they are viewed by others is offered love 

and redemption from God. Both Matthew and Zacchaeus 

turned their own lives around when they said 'yes' to Jesus, 

and everyone is also offered that same invitation of a new be-

ginning today too. 

But for many people September itself is a month of new be-

ginnings in another way. September of course marks the be-

ginning of the new academic year for schools up and down 

the country as well as colleges and universities (though some 

universities do begin a little later in October). But whether 

someone is beginning school for the first time, moving from 

primary to secondary school or up to further or higher educa-

tion, or even simply beginning a new academic year, this pro-

vides the opportunity to make a new commitment to do one's 

very best at whatever they do. Indeed, something which is 

often heard, or a variation of and which is said by parents to 

their children is 'I don't mind so much how well you do, 

as long as you do your best!'.  

We might suppose that God says the same to each of us too 

within the context of our daily lives. None of us are perfect, 

and none of us will get everything right all of the time. But 

lets each of us do the very best we can, to be the best people 

we can be. To be the people which God call us to be: showing 

compassion and love toward others, and to reflect something 

of his love in the world as well. For as Jesus spent time and 

ate with Matthew and Zacchaeus, he offers the same invita-

tion to us all: “I am standing at the door, knocking; if you 

hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to you and 

eat with you, and you with me” (Revelation 3:20). Let's each 

open the door of our hearts to Jesus once more, and invite 

him in for a new beginning, not only at the start of this 

month, but at the start of each new day too. 

Paul Watkin. 
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******************************* 

The 50/50 Club July 2016 winners   

1st  Mr D Clarke,    2nd Mrs Rowe,     3rd Mrs R Jupp. 

**************************** 

 

 

From the Registers August 2016 

Weddings  6 August  

Ricky John George Drake & Tazmin Della Lee 

Funerals  None 

Christenings  None 

Collects and Reading For September 2016 

4th Sept 15th Sunday after Trinity 

Children’s Service 

Readings 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Philemon 1-21 

Luke 14:25-33 

Collect 

Lord God, 

defend your Church from all false teaching 

and give to your people knowledge of your truth, 

that we may enjoy eternal life 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

11th Sept 16th Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion with Sunday School 

Readings 

Exodus 32:7-14 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Luke 15:1-10 
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Collect 

Lord of creation, 

whose glory is around and within us: 

open our eyes to your wonders, 

that we may serve you with reverence 

and know your peace at our lives' end, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

18th Sept 17th Sunday after Trinity 

Matins Psalm 113 

Readings 

Amos 8:4-7 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Luke 16:1-13 

Collect 

Gracious God, 

you call us to fullness of life: 

deliver us from unbelief 

and banish our anxieties 

with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

25th Sept 18th Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion  

Readings 

Amos 6:1a,4-7 

1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Luke 16:19-31 

Collect 

God, our judge and saviour, 

teach us to be open to your truth 

and to trust in your love, 

that we may live each day 

with confidence in the salvation which is given 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD 2nd AUGUST 

2016 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Bills, Prime, Turner and 

Clark. 

Also present: Parish Clerk and 9 members of the public. 

Public Forum 

The following matters were brought to the attention of members: 

Damage to the telegraph pole at the junction of Church Road and 

Rickstones Road 

Overgrowth along the A12 footway/cycleway 

Demolition of Tusser Close garages and provision of parking spac-

es. 

Matters for Discussion 

Parking restrictions – Rivenhall estate roads 

The North Essex Parking Partnership (NEPP) requires that a full appli-

cation be made before any initial surveys and consultation can start. 

Following discussion on options it was agreed that initially 

Greenfields be requested to provide additional car parking 

spaces for the estate. 

ECC Highways maintenance 

 The damaged bus stop sign and road sign along Church 

Road will be replaced by ECC. 

 The steps from Church Road up to the bungalows have 

become a health and safety issue and the Chairman will 

pursue this with Greenfields and ECC. 

 The roadside verge on Rickstones Road opposite Rectory 

Lane requires cutting back and the Maintenance Contrac-

tor will be requested to undertake this work. The roadside 

verge at the bottom of Stoverns Hill, at the end of the 

footpath, also requires cutting back and BDC will be re-

quested to undertake this work. 

 The Chairman has again reported the appalling condition 
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of the southbound A12 slip, including the dangerous pot-

holes, to Highways England. 

General maintenance 

(a) The probable theft of all the planters in Rivenhall End 

will be reported to the police and consideration will be 

given at the Precept Meeting towards the end of 2016 

for a budget amount to securely replace these planters 

in 2017/18. 

(b) The Maintenance Contractor will be requested to replace 

the damaged white post on the Village Green. 

Planning applications 

16/01155/FUL: Two storey rear extension – 16 Tusser Close. 

It was agreed that no objection be raised to this application alt-

hough there was concern expressed regarding the closeness of the 

proposed development to the site boundary. 

16/01124/FUL: Two storey side extension, loft conversion and de-

tached garage – 3 Waterfall Cottages, Park Road. 

Before any discussion Cllr. Abbott left the meeting for this item and 

Cllr. Wright took the Chair. 

Following detailed input by members of the public and a lengthy dis-

cussion, it was agreed that this application should be refused.  Wa-

terfall Cottages are historic terraced buildings in a countryside loca-

tion and, therefore this application is a totally inappropriate develop-

ment; a view supported by local residents who attended the Parish 

Council meeting. 

16/01217/ADV: Replacement of sign with larger illuminated sign – 

Foremost House, Waterside Business Park, Eastways, Witham. 

No planning documents were to hand at the time of the meeting, 

therefore, it was agreed that this application will be dealt with via 

internal circulation before the expiry date of 30th August. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 widening 

The Chairman has received, and accepted, on behalf of the Parish 

Council, an invitation to become a member of the A12 Chelmsford to 

A120 Widening Community Forum.  The first meeting is scheduled 

for 11th August. 
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BDC Local Plan 

Consultation continues. A complete set of documents will be available 

for inspection at the September meeting. It was agreed to write to 

BDC before the deadline of 19th August to support the fact that there 

are no further new housing site allocations within the parish. 

Rivenhall Airfield – Waste site and Incinerator 

In accordance with Environment Agency procedures and Government 

guidance, the EA issued a second Schedule 5 Notice on 4th July re-

quiring the applicant to provide them with further information to ad-

dress the outstanding issues. They also asked the applicant a number 

of new questions.  The deadline for a response to the second Notice 

was 4th August 2016. The Notice has been placed on their Public 

Register. Once the EA has fully reviewed the response to the second 

Schedule 5 Notice, they will be in a position to make a decision on the 

Permit application. 

Colemans Farm Quarry 

Many recent applications to discharge conditions have been submitted 

to ECC and it was noted that some have been refused. It was 

agreed that, given the limited response timetable, if there was a 

need to respond on specific local issues, the Chairman’s relevant ob-

servations will be circulated prior to being sent to ECC. 

Braintree District Local Highways Panel 

a. 7.5T weight restriction, Oak Road – anticipated completion 3rd 

quarter 2016/17. ECC meeting with objector. 

b. Extended 30mph limit along Church Road – anticipated com-

pletion 3rd quarter 2016/17.  Objection from Police – Cabinet 

Member at ECC to consider course of action.  

c. Rectory Lane - Quiet Lane status approved – anticipated com-

pletion 2017/18.  Following discussion with Witham Town 

Council and ECC, a separate new bid for stopping up one end 

of the lane will need to be submitted. It was agreed that a 

new scheme bid be submitted by the Chairman to ECC for 

Rectory Lane to be blocked to through traffic at the junction 

with Forest Road through to the entrance to the first property 

going north. Access for cyclists and pedestrians to be fully 

maintained. 

Information exchange and items for the September agenda 
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The smaller Village Green received 1 cut in both June and July. 

The RPFA and the pre-school are in early discussions with BDC re-

garding a possible new building at the rear of the Village Hall. 

Public Feedback 

It was reported that some residents are aware of Greenfields’ pro-

gramme for the demolition of the garages off Tusser Close. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 6th September at Henry Dixon Hall and 4th October at 

Rivenhall Village Hall, both starting at 8pm. 

Sky Note September 2016 

This month there are 2 eclipses though the UK is not well 

placed for either. On the 1st an annular eclipse of the Sun 

takes place, best seen from Africa. The alignment is the same 

as for a total eclipse, but the Moon is a bit too far from the 

Earth along its non-circular orbit to cover the whole of the 

Sun – so a ring of sunlight persists around the Moon even in 
mid-eclipse. The Moon is gently receding from the Earth (by 

about 4 cm a year) and eventually will cease to produce any 

total eclipses – but that will not be for many millions of years 

yet. 

On September 16th it is the Earth’s turn to cause an eclipse 

by casting its shadow on the Moon. The darkest portion of 

our planets shadow – the umbra – just misses the Moon so it 

will be a penumbral eclipse. This will be best seen in the 

evening as the Moon rises but will likely have just a subdued 

appearance without the deep red colour often seen in total 

lunar eclipses. 

The autumn equinox takes place on September 22nd when 

daylight and night time hours are roughly equal across the 

world. 

Full Moon is on the evening of the 16th, after which the Moon 

rise time only advances by 2 hours over the next 5 evenings 

– giving us another “Harvest Moon” such as we also had in 

August. 

On September 8th the waxing young Moon will be close to 
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Saturn and Mars low down in the South West as it gets dark. 

Mars continues to fade through September but is still just 

brighter than Saturn all month. 

As predicted by astronomers, the Perseid meteor show in Au-

gust put on a fine show with many bright meteors noted local-

ly. September is generally a quieter month for meteors but 

they can occur at any time as apart from the known regular 

showers, our Solar System is littered with dusty debris which 

the Earth can encounter along its orbit. 

The waning Moon leaves the evening sky during the last week 

of September and with the Equinox having past, twilight has 

ended by 9pm, giving several hours of dark skies at a reasona-

ble hour. By midnight, two of the best known star clusters are 

well up in the East. The Pleiades cluster appears as a hazy 

patch to the unaided eye but is nothing short of spectacular in 

binoculars or a small telescope – a jewel box of stars. This 

cluster is about 400 light years away from us and is very 

young – only around 100 million years old - which is only 

about 2% of the age of our Sun. Just below the Pleiades near 

the bright orange star Aldebaran is the Hyades cluster, which 

looks like a V shape side on and which is much closer to us at 

150 light years. 

These relatively close-by star clusters have been vital to our 

understanding of both stellar evolution and in forming the dis-

tance scales we can use to measure objects much further way. 

Star clusters exhibit common motions through space – they 

are in effect families of stars and share a common birth from a 

cloud of gas and dust. Our Sun was likely to have also had sib-

ling stars but they have long since drifted apart – as indeed 

the Pleiades and Hyades stars will do in the distant future. It 

may still be possible to identify members of our Sun’s family 

out in the galaxy, orbiting the galactic centre as we do once 

every 250 million years or so !   

Sky Watcher 
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Recipe for September Ann Clark Lemon Pudding 
 

 butter 50g 

 golden caster sugar 200g 

 lemon 1, zested 

 lemon juice 100ml (include the juice from the zested lem-

on) 

 eggs 3, separated 

 plain flour 50g, sifted 

 milk 250ml 

 vanilla extract 1 tsp 

 icing sugar for dusting 

 double pouring cream to serve 
 

Heat the oven to 180C/fan 160C/gas 4. Whizz the butter, sugar 

and lemon zest until they are pale and creamy by hand or in a 

food processor. Add the lemon juice, egg yolks, flour, milk and 

vanilla one by one until you have a smooth batter. Whisk the 

egg whites until firm but not stiff, and fold the mixtures togeth-

er. 

Pour into a buttered ovenproof soufflé or baking dish and put it 

in a baking tray half filled with hot water. (this is called a bain 

marie) 
 

Bake for 45-50 minutes until the top is lightly browned and set 

and there is a gooey lemon curd below. 
 

Serve hot with or without cream. 

********************************** 

Rivenhall Post Office Every Friday In Village Hall 
 

The Post office in the Village Hall should begin Operat-
ing on Friday 30th of September 

Opening time will be 9.30 am to 11.30 am 
 

********************************** 
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Deanery Evensong 

at St Andrew's Church, Hatfield Peverel, CM3 2LE 

Sunday 16th October 2016  6 pm 

Conductor – David Martin 

Organist – Paul Strong 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

End to End Nature Care. 

Summer always seem to pass quickly but for some reason this year 

even more so, and the group’s weekly Wednesday evening activity 

summer schedule has drawn to a close for another year after 20 var-

ied excursions across the local area and sometimes slightly further. 

As well as just enjoying being outside and exploring nature, we have 

contributed to several county or national recording schemes and seen 

some interesting and amazing things.  

One of the recent highlights was the huge (>3ft) pike (Latin name 

Esoc lucius) clearly visible in the shallows of the canal at Heybridge. 

The intention of that particular evening had been to look for the unu-

sual plant Dyers Greenweed, which we did not find, but it just goes to 

show that no matter what the plan and preparation you never quite 

know what we are going to see on these outings. On the other hand, 

sometimes the plans work out perfectly, such as the successful tufa 

hunt in Witham and finding abundant ferns growing out of a wall in 

Maldon. We also recently visited Black Notley churchyard to view the 

memorial to John Ray, the 17th century pioneering biologist who was 

born and raised in the village (see picture).  

On the data gathering front we have contributed data to the Essex 

Glowworm Survey, the National Plant Monitoring Survey and the Es-

sex Tawny Owl Survey as well as species occurrences to the Essex 

Field Club, who maintain a database of over 2.5 million records of 

plants and animals for the County through the Essex Recorders Part-

nership (see www.essexfieldclub.org). We also continue to monitor 

Rivenhall Churchyard for reptiles and amphibians (and also small 

mammals and various invertebrates) demonstrating a consistent pop-

ulation of grass snakes, hopefully assisted by the hibernaculum we 

built a couple of years ago. We have continued to build and supply 

bird and bat boxes free of charge locally, including a tawny owl box in 

Rivenhall Churchyard and a barn owl box in a private garden with 

suitable nearby hunting habitat.  

http://www.essexfieldclub.org
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During the winter we meet monthly on the third Wednesday of 

each month, usually at the Silver End Bowls Club, although we do 

not have a scheduled meeting in September this year. Having said 

that, we may have an impromptu 

bird box building evening at 

some point so keep an eye on 

our website 

www.e2e.silverend.org where 

photographs from this summer’s 

activities can also be found and 

where details of the winter meet-

ings will also be posted. Details 

of all events are also always 

available from Simon on 01621 

810141 or 07947 388180. 

For those of you who enjoy a 

ramble in the countryside, don’t 

forget the Silver End monthly 

walks, on the first Sunday of eve-

ry month, led by our group mem-

ber Allan Gray. Meet by the pond 

in the Silver End Memorial Gar-

dens at 2pm. 

Dates for your diary. All the following are run by 

the R.P.F.A. to keep your village hall going, so 

please support us where you can. 

September 9th, a Quirky Quiz, which is a quiz with 

no questions just challenges and mysteries. £2.50 each 

with teams up to four people. Bring own drinks and 

nibbles. Doors open 7.30. 

September 30th Film Night “The Dress Maker” 

October 14th Barn Dance. in village hall. Dance to 

Spring Heel Jacks . Tickets £10 includes a ploughman's 

supper. Tickets available from Pauline on 01376 

512836. 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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ROYAL SCHOOL OF CHURCH

MUSIC - ESSEX AND EAST

LONDON AREA

COME AND SING PLAINCHANT

Directed by Jonathan Schranz,

MD: St John-st-Hackney and Brentwood Choral Society

Saturday, 8th October 2016

St. Mary’s Church, CO5 9AL

KELVEDON

Featuring an afternoon learning and singing plainchant music
drawn from the RSCM Guide to Plainchant - ’An Introduction to
Plainsong’ by Mary Berry, and other sources, including any

music you would like to share.Registration 1.45pm. Workshop
starts at 2.00pm ends at 5.00pm

Cost: Adults £6.50

Youngsters under 18 and students £3.00

All singers and teachers welcome. Copies of ‘The RSCM Guide to
Plainchant’ will be on sale on the day. All youngsters under 18 must be
accompanied by an adult.

Please visit rscm-eel.org.uk or
contact Emmelia van der Walt on 07940512407 or email:

emvdwalt543@gmail.com for more information.

ROYAL SCHOOL OF CHURCH
MUSIC - ESSEX AND EAST

LONDON AREA

CHORAL FESTIVAL
2016

Directed by Andrew Reid, Director of RSCM (formerly
Director of Music at Peterborough Cathedral and Sub-

Organist of Westminster Abbey)

Saturday,17th September

Chelmsford Cathedral
A One-day Come and Sing Event
for Choirs and Individual Singers

Featuring a day of inspiring music drawn from the RSCM
publication with saintly shout and solemn jubilee. Please visit

rscm-eel.org.uk or e mail admin@rscm-eel.org.uk for more

information.

Registration 10 a.m. Festival Service 4 p.m.

All singers welcome. Registrations and requests for copies of ‘With saintly
shout…..’ to Shirley Timmins, 156 Warley Hill, Brentwood, CM14 5HF or e-
mail shirleytimmins@btinternet.com Cost £5. An admin fee of £3 will also
be payable on the day

Rivenhall Gardening Club 

Annual Summer Show 

Saturday 3rd September  2.15pm 

Admission Free 

Come and see our Annual Summer Show held at 

 Rivenhall Village Hall. On show will be a variety of  

Vegetables, Flowers, Domestic, Crafts and Arts 

Home made tea raffle  
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 Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd & 4th Monday of the month, 7.30 -10pm 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Riventots Pre-school 

Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  
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Chelmer Chimney Services 
Your Professional Chimney Sweep 

Chimneys and flues Must  

Be Swept Annually to 

Prevent Chimney Fires     

Book today on 01245 258406 
Markhagon@chelmerchimneys.co.uk 

www.chelmerchimneys.co.uk 
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G. Collins& Sons Funeral Direc-

tors  Ltd 

An Independent Family Company 

Visit Our Website: www.gcollinsandsons.net 

Tel: 01376 583750    (24 HOURS) 

4 The Street 

White Notley  

Witham CM8 1RH 

Brother & Sister 

James Collins (Dip FD) & 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

Here’s a bright idea….

Huge Savings on all your bills

and free light bulbs for life!

 The latest LED light bulbs typically worth 

£300 - £500- absolutely free!

Use around 11% less electricity      

- forever!

 Free professional installation

 Lifetime Guarantee - never buy 

another light bulb again!

PLUS - save money on all your utilities, food, shopping and petrol

Find Out More: Contact Peter Hope  07904 235101

peterhope@utilitywarehouse.co.uk  Sign up for the deal yourself at: www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/N17969

Home Phone  Broadband    Mobile         Gas           
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 

Waterside Café & Bar 
@ Colemans Cottage Little Braxted Lane Witham Essex 

FREE AMPLE PARKING     CM8 3EX  

LOVELY VIEWS      01376 502088 

Tuesdays to Sundays 07.00am – 4.00pm 

 

Traditional English Breakfast   Lunchtime Menu                                                                                                                                  

7.00 – 11.00am   12.00 – 3.00pm 

With Daily Specials Board 

 

Teas & Cakes by The Lakes    Sunday Roasts 

 Come and enjoy an afternoon of cream  Bookings Only 

 teas with a choice of various teas or for 

 that special occasion add a glass of Prosecco     Licensed Bar 

 Bookings Only  Buffet Service and Outside Catering offered 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

Call the PC Doctor 

Tel: 01621 891064 / 0870 285 6017 
Mob 07990 565336 

Email: 
pc_doc@pcdoctoroperations.co.uk 

Surgery Times: 7 am to 7 pm, 7days a week 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

For all You Painting and 
Decorating Needs 

Contact DEAN TABONE 

 

MOBILE:07769 356221 EMAIL: 

breathtaking@hotmail.co.uk 

 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

HERITAGE PAINTER 

LIME WASH SPECIALIST 

 

FREE ESTIMATES - NO OBLIGATION 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED 

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 

James Newman 

(MCFHP,MAFHP) 
Home visits/Rest Homes/Nursing homes 

Established for 10 years with a reliable 

and friendly service. I am now doing 

home visits in this area 

Corns,Calluses,Hard Skin,Thick nails,Nail 

trimming 

 

HOME VISITS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

£25 PER PERSON  £40 A COUPLE 

ROUTINE NAIL TRIM ONLY £15 

 

TELEPHONE 01376 519036 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Contact us 

62 Braintree 

Road 

Witham 

Essex CM8 2BY 

01376 500038 

01376 520568 

Opening Times: 

Mon– Tuesday 

8.30 am –6.30 pm 

Wednesday- 

8.30 am—8.30 pm 

Thurs—Fri 

8.30 am—6.30 pm 

Sat 

 

A friendly caring practice  

for all your pets.  

Visit our website  for more details and 

to register your pet online 

Www.brookendvets.co.uk SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY 

Thursday Mornings 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

A very successful Summer Flower Show was held in Rivenhall village 

hall on Saturday 30th July 2016. A good number of visitors came to 

see a lovely display of fuchsias and summer flowers and to enjoy 

tea and a slice of delicious homemade sponge. There was a raffle 

and some of the flowers were auctioned at the end of the afternoon. 

Thank you to all those people who supported the event. President, 

Mrs. Joan Cain, presented the following awards: 

RGC Fuchsia Cup 

Fuchsia Society's Blue Rosette for the Best Fuchsia Exhibit 

Fuchsia Society's Bronze Medal 

Dr. William Foster Trophy 

CYRIL PHILPOTT ( 4  Awards) Fuchsia Society's 

Crested Spoon 

BRIAN CRADWICK 

The Webdale Trophy The Ratcliffe Plate 

FAITH MURTON   DENNIS CLARK 

The Rose Basket  Junior Class - Artwork (Flowers) 

JIM JARVIS   EMMA HOPEGOOD 

Photographic Class 

1th DARCEY SPOONER 2nd EMMA HOPEGOOD 3rd KAREN DAKIN 

Domestic Classes 

Date and Walnut Cake 

1st TRACY TAYLOR 2nd SHIRLEY BACON (2 entries ) 

Shortbread 

1st PAT CLARK 2nd TRACY TAYLOR 3rd SHIRLEY BACON 

Please remember that our Annual Summer Show ( open 

to non-members ) will be held on Saturday 3rd 

September, ( details in August magazine) Doors open 

2.15pm. 

The next Club Meeting will be on Tuesday 13th September, 

7.30pm in Rivenhall village hall. The speaker will be John Taylor 

who will talk about Garden Insects. Competitions are: 

Horticultural -4 runner beans. Domestic – sultana and cherry 

cake. Flower of the Month. Entrance is £1 to include 

refreshments. If you would like further information on any of the 

above please contact the Club Secretary on 01376 512781. 
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The A12 – Past – Present - Future? 

About 2000 years ago the Romans built a road to connect Londinium 

(London) Camulodium (Colchester). 

London was an important Roman town, developed at the first 

bridgeable part of the Thames. Colchester (Camulodium) was a 

“colonial”, a veterans colony. The East Anglian territory was ruled by 

Prasutagus, King of the Iceni tribe. Prasutagus was, to begin with 

friendly to the Roman occupation. Since the Britons had no written 

language we must rely on the writing of Roman, Tacitus. His records 

tell of the death of Prasutagus and of the seizure of his land and 

property. He also records the flogging of Prasutagus Queen Boadicea 

and the raping of his two daughters. 

This humiliation incited the Iceni and their allies to seek revenge. Led 

by Boadicea the local tribes attacked Colchester. The attack lasted for 

two days. Many residents took refuge in the Temple of Claudius which 

stood on the site of Colchester Castle. The town was burnt and the 

inhabitants massacred.  

Queen Boadicea and her allies turned towards London. Many able 

Romans fled the city, but the old, the sick, and the weak were 

slaughtered. Boadicea’s victory was short lived. Tacitus writes of a 

battle somewhere north of London, where the Roman legion led by 

Suetonius confronted the Iceni. Tacitus records that 80,000 Britons 

were slaughtered; Boadicea killed herself by taking poison. 

The Romans eventually withdrew from Briton in about 408 AD. What 

happened to the A12? We have no written records Briton then 

descended into the “Dark Ages”. The road systems were then little 

more than tracks and for centuries few improvements were made. 

Later, attempts were made to improve the roads,  “Toll Roads” were 

introduced. These tolls were used to keep the roads in repair. There 

are records of a toll gate at Rivenhall end somewhere near the Fox 

Pub. It seems then that the old Roman road was still in use.  

In the 18th century stage coaches ran from London to Norwich, calling 

at Witham, where travellers could rest while the horses were changed. 

In the year 2000 a stage coach ran from London to Norwich the event 

took place at night (for obvious reasons) to celebrate the historical 

event. 

In the early 20th century with the use of Tarmacadam and the 

invention of motor cars there was a rapid increase in travel. Between 

the two world wars, coaches and cars came from London to enjoy the 

east coast seaside resorts but the traffic still came through Witham! 
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During the Second World War as petrol was rationed, travel was 

curtailed. After the war, as the economy improved and car 

ownership increased, the A12 became very busy. 

In the 1960’s, during the summer months and Bank holidays, 

Witham came to a standstill. It was clear that something had to be 

done! It was decide to dual the Carriageways and build two 

bypasses, one for Witham and one for Kelvedon. 

The old Henry Dixon hall was demolished and the war memorial 

moved to St Mary’s churchyard. We grew used to heavy earth 

moving machines and seeing properties being demolished. The 

Witham bypass was finally opened in 1964. Good news or bad! 

Over the years the traffic has continued to increase. We now have 6 

ton lorries speeding cars and police sirens! Who could have 

imagined it. 

So what of the future? It seems that the juggernaut of progress is 

on the move again neither streams nor rivers, hills nor valleys, 

properties nor people will stand in its way. You may ask, “what did 

the Romans do for us?” they gave us the A12! 

Reference Under Another Sky – Charlotte Higgins (journeys in 

Roman Britain) 

Reference Rivenhall Remembered – A collection of old photos 

compiled by C K Prime 

The Festival of St Mary 

On the Weekend of August the 13th and 14th we held a weekend of 

activities to celebrate the Festival of our Patron Saint Mary the 

Mother of Jesus. This is just to say a Big Thank You to everyone who 

was involved in any way in making this past weekend what it was; 

be that helping to make the weekend happen, or if you simply came 

along. 

The children really enjoyed the 'arts & crafts' service on Saturday 

morning, and as you may have seen from previous pictures, they 

also made some delightful flower displays for the 'pew ends' as well 

as some fun things for mum! 

St George's Barn Dance Band were excellent on Saturday afternoon, and we 

even had some dancing in the nave: 

The flowers were glorious and a real sight to behold. We're also hoping that 

many of the displays will keep to be enjoyed this coming week on Sunday too. 
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It was delightful to welcome lots of people to our Sunday service as well, as 

we thought about the life of St Mary and her place in our faith and the 

example which she leaves us today.  

Heating Oil 

As it comes to the time when you are thinking about topping up 

your heating oil tank for winter, with the value of fuel it is worth 

considering its security. 

In the more isolated parts of the countryside it is primarily domestic 

properties that have been targeted by the heating oil thieves, but 

we have also seen such thefts at farms and other businesses.  

There are a number of security devices available that will protect 

your fuel supplies - details of which can be found via your fuel 

supplier or local plumber’s merchant. One such system is “GPRS 

Fuel-Oil Alarm” from www.compoundsecurity.co.uk   and Tank 

Commander - www.commandersecurities.co.uk which have 

“Secured by Design” accreditation; these products will detect a 

dramatic drop in fuel and calls you on the telephone. There are also 

other systems that will add on to an existing intruder alarm system, 

whilst others protect the filler cap and there are of course the 

conventional locks.  

Another consideration would be defensive planting around the tank, 

concealing it and restricting access to it by gates or fencing, and 

where possible locating the tank under lighting in view of lived in 

rooms within the house.  

The Illusion of occupancy 

As the nights draw in earlier don’t forget to use table lamps on 

timers, and there is a product called “Fake TV” that produces 

lighting that resembles a television switched on within a room 

www.immobilise.com , you can also record serial numbers of 

products here free or charge. Consider installing external “Dusk till 

dawn” lighting and remember to ensure gates are in good 

condition, closed and locked. A new product available is a 

movement sensor that activates an appliance plugged into a plug 

socket; an internet search will find such. 

If you would like further advice regarding security please look at 

the Essex Police website https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/ , the 

crime prevention website http://thecrimepreventionwebsite.com/ or 

contact your local Crime Reduction Advisor by using the 101 non-

emergency telephone number.Naturally we also ask locals to report 

http://www.compoundsecurity.co.uk
http://www.commandersecurities.co.uk
http://www.immobilise.com/
https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/
http://thecrimepreventionwebsite.com/
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any unusual activity to police in an emergency on 999 or after the 

event on 101 or to Crime Stoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.  

Stephen Armson-Smith Braintree & Uttlesford Crime Prevention 

Officer 16-08-16 

 

Change  

Someone said to me recently “things will never be the same 

again“ This made me think about change and how 

throughout our lives we experience so many changes, some 

good and some more difficult to adjust to Some we instigate 

and some are out of our control 

Change affects us in our working life, in family life, 

everywhere we go. This September many children will be 

starting in new classes or changing schools .Others will start 

a university course ,many moving away from home ,a great 

change for them and their families .Our daughter Sarah 

recently started a new job and before her first day ,she felt 

apprehensive . 

This took me back to the time when I was a student nurse. 

Every 12 weeks we moved to another ward and often a new 

speciality and for the first few weeks at least we felt unsure 

but gradually as we learnt more about the ward we became 

more confident and we learnt so much.  

These experiences have helped form my life and although I 

have given up work I still find myself using the skills I learnt 

and I feel indebted to the patients who I nursed. Life 

experiences remain with us throughout our lives making us 

what we are and although they may not always be for the 

better we learn from them as we grow  and  move on . 

My father died 30 years ago and I often wonder what he 

would think of the world today and the new 

technology .Things like cable TV, microwave ovens, CD 

players computers and I phones.  I am not sure that 

teenagers would know what an LP album is! 

I once watched a school production of Fiddler on the Roof   
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Tevye the father of five daughters was a poor Jewish dairyman 

who was caught between the tradition of his people and his 

modern daughters .As times were changing the girls no longer 

wanted marriages that were made by a match maker.  

Chava one of his daughters tells him that she has fallen in love 

with a young Russian soldier who was not a Jew Times were 

changing Another daughter, Hodel has a fiancée who lives in 

Siberia and as she boards the train she says to her father 

“Papa, God alone knows when we will see each other again. 

Tevya says “Then we will leave it in God’s hands “. What good 

advice. 

Australia‘s national coat of arms has two animals on it .One is 

an Emu and the other one a Kangaroo. They were chosen 

because neither one can go backward, if they do they will fall! 

The national moto is “Never backwards, always forward.” 

We will soon go into the season of autumn and many of us will 

be starting a new chapter of our lives. New hopes new dreams 

and of one thing we can be sure of, God never changes He will 

always be there for us to help us through, whatever the 

change may be. 

Heb. 6 v 19 "We have this hope as an anchor for our lives. It 

is safe and sure 

Changes by Sylvia Bradford 

Everything is changing, nothing stays the same, 

The world has just gone crazy, it really seems a shame, 

They changed our nice town hall to a stark grey box of 

concrete, They demolished all the houses and the friendliness of 

Duke Street, The people live up in the sky in a human rabbit 

hutch, 

These new fangled high rise flats, really are too much. 
                      

They even changed the doctors, that cosy waiting room,  

Where you could sit for hours amid the smoke and gloom,  

Now its all hygienic, plush chairs and modern decor- 

With appointments and receptionists and carpet on the floor.  
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Now a tannoy summons you to seek the doctor out,  

It really was more friendly when he just gave you a shout. 
 

And what about the buses? Where are the friendly smiles?  

From the smart conductor travelling the miles, 

He has gone, that's progress, the driver fills the gap,  

As you stand out in the rain he will curse and snap- 

If you have the courage and effrontery to dare, 

To proffer him a ten pound note in payment of your fare. 
 

Shopping is a nightmare, the prices are a sin, 

And if it isn't frozen, it's sure to be a tin! 

Convenience food, they call it, as you tramp around for hours, 

In crowded supermarkets between golden cornflake towers,  

To queue up with your trolley when you are fit to drop,  

Where is the smiling service of the friendly corner shop? 
 

True craftsmanship has gone, replaced by unemployment, 

Everyone just thinks of self and their own enjoyment,  

If you ask a question, the shoulders are just shrugged,  

And you daren't go out at night for fear of being mugged. 

Everything is changing, the world is rearranged, 

Is there anything to see, that hasn't really changed? 
 

Oh yes, there is the golden sun that brings us day and night,  

The seasons always come around in their order right,  

The rolling tide goes in and out at the appointed time,  

Little seeds will germinate without signal or a sign.  

People will still fall in love and the family they rear 

And God's voice still calls us, if only we will hear. 

 

He bids us face the challenge, of the present age, The changes 

and the upsets that frighten and enrage, He is the one that 

changes not, He is always there, And His all embracing love 

surrounds us everywhere. We must change our attitudes, just 

give it a try, God will be our anchor, on Him you can rely. 

Clare Hope 
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Friendly Bridge Tournament 
F U L L  D A Y  W I T H  L U N C H     

M O N D A Y  1 2 T H  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 5  

H E N R Y  D I X O N  H A L L   

10.30am for coffee and biscuits for prompt 11.00am start 

Break for 2 Course Lunch with Wine 

Entry £ 17.50 per person 
For Tickets please telephone :  

Ann or John on: 

01376 515400 or 07775 722622 

In Aid of St Mary and All Saints Church Rivenhall 

Diocesan Retreat House Pleshy 

Require an Administrative Assistant  

For Details and an Application Form Call:- 

Stewart McCredie on 01245 237251 

Saturday 10th September, 2016 

Sponsored Ride & Stride Cycle to as many Churches as 

possible and raise money for Our Churches and Friends 

of Essex Churches who are made a significant donation 

to St Francis Raise the Roof Fund 

More Details From Martin Andrews 07432 708220 
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Quiz Evening 
Friday 16th Sept - 7.30 p.m 

Henry Dixon Hall - Rivenhall End 

TICKETS £5.00 

Teams of up to 8 players 

Team captains to get tickets from:- 

Ann Riddleston:-            Tel 01376 515400 

 

THE 2016  

FAMOUS RIVENHALL  

RACES 
 

Now in its fourteenth glorious year, the Famous Rivenhall Races 
will be held in Rivenhall Village Hall on Saturday 29th October.  
Profits from this popular evening help fund various charitable ac-
tivities throughout the village including the senior citizens gifts, 
Santa’s Musical Sleigh, carol singing round the tree on the green 
with the Chelmsford Silver band followed by the FREE Christmas 
get-together in the village hall. 
 

Tickets are £8.50 and can be purchased from Bob Turner, Jack 
Prime and Lilian Pearce (Rivenhall Millennium Committee). 
 

Free fish & chip / chicken & chip / sausage & chip supper included.  
Raffle.  Bring your own drinks and glasses. 
 

Doors open at 7:30 pm and the races start at 8:00 pm prompt. 



Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 
Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 
Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 
End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  
Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 
Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 
Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 
Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 
Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 07749 657390 
Spread Your Wings Dance Acam  Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 
Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 07749 657390 
Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  
Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Dot Taylor 571551 
Mobile Library Sept. Wed 14th & 28th Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m.  
Oak Stores  Sam and Kirsty Norman 618659 

 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 
Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 
Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 
Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 
Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 
Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 
Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 
Gardening Club Julia Bushnell 584337 
Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07870 899832 
Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 
Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 
St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 
Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 
Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 
Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 
Doctors Surgery   583387 
Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt Sec 585702 
Also Brian Gillion Chair  583706 
Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell 01376 584639 Web 
Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 
Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 
Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 
Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 
Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



St Mary’s Sunday  school  

children  produced this 

flower arrangement  

And 

The St Georges Barn 

Dance Band 


